
The 12th Annual Atlantic Mediaeval Association Conference 

The Atlantic Mediaeval Association is a small community of historians who are dedicated to 
supporting scholarly discussions between medievalists throughout North America. The annual 
conference allows academics of varying levels of experience the opportunity to meet and present 
original research to their peers. The theme of this year’s conference was “Exiles” and was hosted 
by Memorial University in St. John’s Newfoundland from October 18-20th. Dr. John Geck, 
professor of English Literature, and Dr. Sebastian Rossignol, Professor of Medieval History, 
organized the conference as well as the special events outside of the panels. I have a long history 
with Memorial University, having completed my master’s thesis there under the supervision of 
Dr. Rossignol in 2016. I loved living out East, and I am a huge history buff, so when Dr. 
Rossignol emailed me this past summer to ask if I would be interested in chairing a panel at the 
conference, I immediately said yes.  

 I was the chair for the first panel which focused on the Vikings arrival in Newfoundland and was 
responsible for introducing the speakers and running the question and answer period. I initially 
found this to be quite daunting as I had never chaired a panel before, but I quickly got over my 
nerves as I listened to the speakers present their research. I was impressed with how each of the 
speakers at the conference were able to show the relevance of medieval history in our modern 
world. The papers raised discussions about medieval conservation practices, immigration and the 
assimilation of cultures, and violence against women. All of these are topics we see on the daily 
news and on social media, making it easy to draw comparisons between the past and present. It’s 
a common belief that medieval history is not an important subject to teach today, but I believe 
this conference showed that it is in fact still relevant. 

The conference also included several special events, such as a tour of the Viking exhibit at the 
Rooms Provincial Museum, as well as a tour of Memorial University’s archives, which was one 
of my favourite moments from the conference. Participants were invited to a private viewing of 
Memorial’s vast collection of medieval manuscripts dating from the 14th-18th centuries. These 
manuscripts are used as teaching tools for students and have recently been digitized, making 
them available to researchers around the world. With this valuable collection becoming more 
accessible, Memorial University’s reputation is continuing to grow as an important institution 
within the academic community in Canada and internationally.  

Although my trip to Newfoundland was short, I feel like I accomplished a lot. I met interesting, 
like- minded people from all over North America, and was able to be a part of this small 
academic community for a weekend. It hasn’t been announced where next year’s conference will 
be, but I am hoping that I will be lucky enough to attend that one as well.  
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